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see how false it is to say of Jews that " they have
no homeland **.

Until the Balfour Declaration in 1917, the Zionist
movement made comparatively little headway. When
Lord Balfour, in the name of the British Government
and supported by the Governments of the Allies,
promised the Zionists a Jewish national homeland in
Palestine, the movement received a large accession of
strength, Zionism, by its success, became fashion-
able. And Palestine became a British interest.
Ideologically, however, Jewish nationalism remained,
as it always had been, largely a movement among
East-European Jews* Other Jews came to support it
out of philanthropic motives; they wanted a place of
refuge for oppressed Jews. Then, too, the motive of
historic sentiment for Palestine influenced other Jews
to support Zionism* British Jews supported it
because of Britain's interest in it. But the idea that
the Jews were a nation and the desire for a politico*
national life for the Jewish group were practically
limited to East-European Jews, who had been forced
by exclusion from the political life of their country
into a negative kind of Jewish national feeling which
now sought a positive embodiment in a Jewish
national homeland. It never occurred to an English
Jew that he belonged to any other nation than